A highly efficient synthesis of cyclaradine and its behaviour towards adenosine deaminase.
(+)-, (-)-, and (+/-)-Cyclaradines were efficiently synthesized from 2-aza-bicyclo[2.2.1]hept-5-en-3-one (ABH). (+)- and (+/-)-Cyclaradines were deaminated by adenosine deaminase whereas (-)-cyclaradine was not hydrolyzed under the same conditions.